
 
 

January 24, 2023 
 
Rep. Rick Ladd 
Chair, House Education Committee 
 
Mr. Chairman and honorable members of the House Education Committee, 
 
My name is Megan Tuttle, and I am here representing NEA-NH. We represent more than 17,000 
educators across the state of New Hampshire. 
 
I am writing to you today to express our opposition to HB 309.  This bill appears to be the same 
legislation as was filed in 2022 and our objections to it remain the same. The bill adds what needs to be 
taught in schools and why, but the reasons outlined in this legislation range from duplicative to 
inconsistent leaving us and many educators in the state wondering why this legislation is even before 
the NH Legislature. This legislation also seems to step over the responsibilities that the state, local 
school districts and educators have in our New Hampshire public education system. 
 
New Hampshire education statutes and state board of education rules that precede this bill already do 
the following, including, but not limited to: 
 

• RSA 189:11, I (j), which is referenced in this bill, already states that New Hampshire 
government/civics courses include instruction in “How intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, and 
national, ethnic, racial, or religious hatred and discrimination have evolved in the past, and can 
evolve, into genocide and mass violence, such as the Holocaust, and how to prevent the 
evolution of such practices.” 

 
• In 2020 the Governor signed into law a Commission pursuant to RSA 193-E:2-f, which made 

recommendations to the State Board of Education on adopting rules around Holocaust and 
Genocide Education, and those rules have since been adopted. Why would we interject this 
proposal after all the work that has been done on this effort now? 

 
• Included in the criteria for an adequate education laid out in RSA 193-E:2, IV, the legislature 

requires, “Knowledge of civics and government, economics, geography, history, and Holocaust 
and genocide education to enable them to participate in the democratic process and to make 
informed choices as responsible citizens.” 

• Our education rules already enumerate the requirement of social studies instruction to include 
American and world affairs in Ed 306.46(c). The State Board needs to update those standards, 
however, as they have long since expired. 

 



All of this again begs the question why this legislation would be necessary to enact into law. 
 
In 2021 years ago, the legislature passed on a voice vote, HB 242 which, while it did not become law due 
to a gubernatorial veto that was sustained, it nevertheless reaffirmed the policy and purpose statement 
of RSA 193-E:1, II, that it is the state that “establishes minimum standards for public school approval and 
academic standards for inclusion and delivery of educational services at the local level.” But it is the 
school districts that “then have responsibility and flexibility in implementing diverse educational 
approaches to instruction and curriculum tailored to meet student needs.” 
 
This leads me to my next point, which is to leave the approaches to instruction of American History and 
World History to the professionals in our state who continually deliver for our students. Once the 
required areas of knowledge and competencies are set by the state, let the educators do the job they 
have been hired to do. 
 
New Hampshire regularly ranks among the top tier for K-12 public education in the nation, according to 
US News and World Report, and consistently ranks in the top 5 in terms of quality of education. I believe 
this is largely due to the educators of our state. The teachers in NH are professionals. They go to school 
to learn the pedagogy of teaching as well as content. They are required to have 75 hours of professional 
development every three years to be re-certified and they are not even taken off probation until after 
their first 5 years of teaching.  Looking at the ranking of NH education, not the way educators are 
treated in today’s discourse, it seems they do a pretty good, if not great, job.   
 
We need to treat the educators in NH like the professionals they are and let them teach.  I don’t go into 
my doctor’s office or my mechanic and tell them how they need to do their job – it begs the question 
why it is OK for politicians to tell teachers how to teach. Educators know their students and districts 
know their communities, and there our processes laid out for approval of curricula and programs at the 
local level. The state establishes the minimum standards, but how to deliver the material is best left up 
to the local districts and teachers. 
 
For all these reasons, I would strongly urge this committee to find HB 309 Inexpedient to Legislate.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Megan Tuttle 
President 
 


