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Key Shifts in the Standards
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Anchor Standards
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Anchor Standards

that are common
to all grades offer
an integrated
focus

Anchor Standards
clearly specify
College and
Career Readiness




Common Core Design:
Grade Level Standards

Each Grade has specific
end-of-year expectations
for Reading, Writing,
Speaking and Listening,
& Language

Across Grades there is a
cumulative progression
of understandings &
skills

Each Standard has a 1-1
correspondence with an
Anchor Standard
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A Sample Comparison:

Old NH versus New CCSS

Demonstrate initial understanding Analyze how complex

of elements of literary texts by characters (e.g., those with
identifying, describing, or making  multiple or conflicting
predictions about character (such as motivations) develop over
protagonist or antagonist), setting,  the course of a text,
problem/solution, or plots/ interact with other
subplots, as appropriate to text; or  characters, and advance

identifying any significant changes  the plot or develop the
in character, relationships, or theme.

setting over time; or identifying

rising action, climax, or falling

action.

Selecting Complex Texts

Texts must be evaluated as to whether they meet the grade-band
requirements for complexity.

Choosing
Complex
Texts




Sample Text

From Winston Churchill’s
“Blood, Toil, Tears, and Sweat”

1 would say to the House as T said to those ministers who have joined this

government, | have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat. We have

before us an ordeal of th grievous kind. We have before

long months of struggle and of suffering. You ask, what is our pol

is to wage war, by sea, land and air, with all our might and with a
that God can give us; to Wage War against a monstrous (yTanny, never surpa
in the dark, lamentable catalogue of human crime. That is our policy. You ask,
what is our aim? I can answer in one wond: It is victory, victory at all costs,

victoryin spite of all terror, victory, however long and hard the road may bes for

without victory, there is no survival. 1 take up my task with buoyaney and hope.

1 feel sure that our cause will not be suffered to fail among men. At this time

1 feel entitled to claim the aid of all and to say, “Come then, let us go forward

together with our united strength.™

%
%
o
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Why Selecting Complex Text Matters

%
%
o

> The ability to read complex
texts is the single greatest
predictor of success in college
and career

3 Text complexity in
elementary and secondary
texts has declined steadily

> Less that 50% of high school
graduates being able to read
college and career ready

complex text

Measuring Text Complexity

Appendix A in the CCSS identifies the following factors as
determining text complexity:

Quantitative measures look at factors

impacting “readability” as measured by

particular computer programs.

o
PR d s
Qualitative measures examine levels of §-’

meaning, knowledge demands, language &
features, text structure, and use of A
graphics that computers cannot judge.

Reader and Task considers additional
“outside” factors that might impact the
difficulty of reading the text and guide
instruction in the classroom.




Tools for Selecting Complex Text:
Text Complexity Analysis Worksheet

<
%
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Practice Using the Tool

Sample Text Passage

Lexile: 1280 | 7 sioarasm or Harier Bercnan Srowe sy Chanves Eowanb Srowe

K-1 Informational Text




Teaching Complex Texts

Students build
knowledge through
close reading of
materials facilitated

Teaching
by text dependent Complex
questions that require Texts

evidence drawn from
what they have read
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Why Close Reading Matters +,

Careful attention to how the text
unfolds through asking text
dependent questions

Prepares students for the kinds of
reading tasks they will encounter
after graduation

Leveling the playing field for all
students by not privileging
background knowledge

Motivates students by rewarding

them for reading inquisitively

Close Reading of a Sample Text %,

From Chapter 1 of Lewis Carroll’s
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Alce was beginniag ta get very fired of siting by bes stsier
am the bank,and af heving nothing £ do- omce o e she
e pecpes it the ik her siter was resding,bet 1 had
pictares o eomermtions n 1, and what 1 the e of s bock
thoughe Al without peetures o cemversation

50 she was consdering 1 her own mind (s wellas she could,
for the it day made her el very slocpy and stupid), whether
pleasuse of making a datey chain would be worth the

‘White Rabbltwith piak eyes ram close by bes.

“Thre was st 20 VERY remrksbletnthat noe id Al
thiak It 50 VERY mmch out of the way fo bear the Rabbl say
0 sl “0h deer 0 deare 1 shall b ne feben she thoughe
over aRerwards It ecureed ta bes Eha she cugh to beve
wondered st ths, but st the tme t al seemed quit narural
but when the Rakbe actually TOOK A WATCH OUT 05 TS
WAISTCOAT-POCKET,and loskedat £, and then hurred am,
Alce sarees 1 her e, for 1t ashed acrus s mimd tht she
had

ara wasch to ak nd ey s fust

im0 see 1 pop down a srge rabbi ke under the hedge.

n




What are Text Dependent Questions *

Draw the reader back to the text ‘ "
to discover what it says

Have concrete and explicit
answers rooted in the text

Frame inquiries in ways that do
not rely on a mix of personal
opinion, background
information, and imaginative
speculation
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Differences in Depth: %,
Text versus Non-Text Dependent Questions

Non-Text Dependent Questions Text Dependent Questions

Are books without pictures or  What kind of books does Alice

conversations useful? find useful?
How would you react if you How did Alice react when she
saw a talking rabbit? saw a talking rabbit?

Would Alice have followed the

rabbit down the hole had she Why did Alice follomghee

down the rabbit-hole?
not seen it look at a watch?

What do you know about What does the reader know
Lewis Carroll? about the rabbit?

Close Reading and %,
Anchor Reading Standards
The Anchor Standards for Reading found in the CCSS

> Prioritize the close reading skills of extracting
evidence and making inferences (Standard 1)
when reading complex text (Standard 10)

3

/
> Frame the performance of the intervening j
Anchor Standards 2-9 as relying on the central
close reading skill of citing specific textual

evidence from complex text

Create a ladder that students must climb to
demonstrate college and career readiness




Practice Identifying TDQs

From Kudlinski,

Boy, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs

BOY, were we WRONG
= ARowu b

arhind's horn.

B, were we wioeg sbout Igwanodon!

i T—

unete

T
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Creating Text Dependent Questions

%,

Level of CCS Anchor Standard Text Dependent
Text Specificity  Close Reading Skill Question
Why wasn’t Alice
“burning with

Analyze how specific
Words/Phrases word choices shape
tone (Standard 4)

curiosity” when she
initially saw the
rabbit? What
subsequent events led
to her feeling this way?

Creating Text Dependent Questions *

Level of CCS Anchor Standard
Text Specificity ~ Close Reading Skill

Text Dependent
Question

Assess how point of
Sentences view shapes content

(Standard 6)

In the opening
paragraph Alice states
“what is the use of a
book ... without
pictures or
conversation?” What
does that sentence
reveal about her?




Creating Text Dependent Questions *

Level of CCS Anchor Standard Text Dependent
Text Specificity  Close Reading Skill Question
i arize koy What details about the
supporting details rabblF dlfi A{:ce hird
(Standard 2) perceive in the thir
paragraph?

Paragraphs

Investigate the
structure of specific
sentences, paragraphs,
and sections of text
(Standard 5)

Around what word or
phrase does the
meaning of the third
paragraph pivot (i.e.
pinpoint where in the
paragraph its meaning
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and purpose change)?

Close Reading and SBAC

SBAC assessments are
built around the close
reading of complex
texts as determined by
answers to text
dependent questions.

Evidence in Assessing Complex Texts

Students should

employ evidence

extracted directly from \)

the text—as well as draw \ -

inferences based on \ 4

that evidence—when \ "‘x‘_ %
\ !

writing or speaking

Assessing
Complex
Texts




Why Evidence Matters N

Extracting evidence is the
primary activity undergirding all
the Anchor Reading Standards

Evidence is prioritized for both
writing Arguments and writing
Explanations

Citing evidence is explicitly cited
as the bridge between the reading
and writing standards in the
CCSs
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Evidence and Text Dependent Questions

SBAC asks students not : estions f
just to answer text i -
dependent questions
about the text but to be
able to offer evidence to
back up their claims—

including incorporating
evidence in what they
write about.

Types of CCSS Aligned Writing ",

Writing Standard 1: Arguments use reasoning and evidence
to defend a point of view or position and convince others to
adopt that perspective or agree with a claim.

Writing Standard 2: Explanations and Informative Writing
aims to convey understanding about a subject, process, or
concept that is already presumed to be factual or true.

Writing Standard 3: Narratives convey experiences about real
or imagined stories, individuals, events, or procedures which
can stand on their own or be integrated into explanations or
arguments.




Sample Narrative Performance Task

IC H[:'\L!A,U\H(_v

In the passage, the author used key
details and rich vocabulary to develop a
strong character named Miyax. Think
about Miyax and the words and details
the author used to create that character.
Write an original story to continue
where the passage ended. In your story,

B THE be sure to use what you have learned
W O LVES about the character Miyax from your

3 close reading of the passage as you tell

what happens to her next.
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Sample Explanatory Performance Task

“Besides being
beautiful to
contemplate, space
diamonds teach us
important lessons
about natural
processes going on in
the universe, and
suggest new ways that
diamonds can be
created here on Explain how information learned from
Earth.” space diamonds can help scientists make
diamonds on Earth. Use evidence from
the passage to support your answer.

Sample Argumentative Performance Task

While reading LaMarche’s
The Raft, students should
note key events and details
within the story about what
Nicky’s grandmother did
that made her a “river rat”
and how Nicky came to
appreciate her world.

After introducing their essay, students should share an
opinion about Nicky and/or his grandmother and support it
using details they have selected from the text. Successful essays
will include linking words that connect reasons and evidence
to the opinion as well as convey as sense of closure.
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Sample Research Task

You have read three texts describing
Amelia Earhart. The three texts are:
“Biography of Amelia Earhart”
“Amelia Earhart’s Life and
Disappearance”

“Earhart's Final Resting Place Believed
Found”

All three include the claim that Earhart
was a brave, courageous person.

Consider the argument each author uses to demonstrate
Earhart’s bravery. Write an essay that analyzes the strength of
the arguments about Earhart’s bravery in at least two of the
texts. Remember to use textual evidence to support your ideas.
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Standards Based Writing Rubrics s

SBACwill use  [rimavvirshinc i ‘
writing rubrics that) See———— :

reflect the g
priorities of the
CCSS and
evaluates students

based on their
ability to collect,
organize, and

analyze evidence in
writing

Let’s Keep Talking: dopook@gmail.com

Teaching
Complex
Texts

Choosing
Complex
Texts
Assessing
Complex

Texts

11



